
In support of Belarus’s drive on ensuring water security 
in the context of climate change, in April 2020 a study 
was launched by EUWI+ in partnership with the Central 
Research Institute for Complex Use of the Water Resources 
(CRICUWR) on “Developing recommendations on priorities 
of surface water resources use for irrigation & melioration”. 
The work will be conducted in the Gomel region as a pilot 
area of Belarus, and a consultation will be organised with a 
view of replication elsewhere in Belarus. 

Two studies, requested by local stakeholders to inform the 
future national Water Supply and Sanitation (WSS) Strategy, 
started in June. These new studies will look at extending 
the existing environmental tax regime to levy it on the 
mass of discharged pollutants, and at reviewing options for 
suitable sludge treatment. 

Following the 2nd Strategic Environmental Assessment 
(SEA) training workshop in March 2020 and online 
consultation on the SEA Scoping stage, the work on the 
full SEA report for the draft national Strategy of Water 
Resources Management in the context of Climate Change 
for the period until 2030 proceeded with support from 
EUWI+. 

In April, the Secretary of the Dnieper Basin Council provided 
information about the closing of the official procedure of 
adopting the Dnieper RBMP, which was developed in the 
frame of EUWI+. Based on item 6 of Article 15 of the Water 
Code of Belarus, the Mogilev, Vitebsk, Gomel, Minsk oblast 
and Minsk city Executive Committees decided to approve 
the Dnieper River Basin Management Plan. Continuing this 
success, the Pripyat RBMP was adopted by the Gomel, Brest 
and Minsk regional environmental committees as well as 
presented to other ministries, NGOs and other stakeholders. 
It is now proposed for adoption at the next meeting of the 
Pripyat Basin Council.

In June, progress was made concerning the delivery of a 
Solid Phase Extraction system to the Republican Center for 
Analytical Control (RCAC) in Minsk. Registration documents 
and other administrative steps were completed ahead 
of delivery. EUWI+ also continued efforts to finalise the 
delivery and installation of several other large pieces 
of laboratory equipment for RCAC. The procurement of 
laboratory consumables (e.g. solvents, chemical reference 
materials, laboratory glassware) was in progress. The RCAC 
and EUWI+ agreed on how required renovation works at 
the Minsk laboratory will be financed and contracted.
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In June, the EUWI+ team entered an agreement with the 
Research and Production Center for Geology to pursue the 
further identification and delineation of sub-bodies of the 
existing groundwater bodies in the Pripyat and the Dnieper 
river basin. The study will particularly focus on sub-bodies 
that are subject to transboundary interaction with the 
corresponding groundwater bodies in Ukraine.

A draft national river basin planning framework was 
developed in June 2020 in the form of a technical code 
of established practice, titled “Requirements for the 
development, drawing up and content of river basin 
management plans”. This was developed in conjunction 
with CRICUWR and the EUWI+ team. A technical code 
concerning the “Estimation of the impacts of diffuse source 
pollution on surface water bodies”, developed as well with 
CRICUWR and the EUWI+ team, is still in consultation at 
central level.

In progression of the development of draft sub-basin 
management plans for Uza river and urban watercourses in 
Mogilev (Dnieper river basin), CRICUWR supported this work 
through collection and analysis of chemical and biological 
samples. In June, specialists of the CRICUWR prepared the 
draft technical reports “Mogilev urban water streams sub-
basin characterisation and results of first field survey” and 
“Uza river characterisation and results of first field survey” 
to progress work in this area. The reports prepare the water 
bodies delineation for the future planning cycle, among 
other things.

The EUWI+ team and CRICUWR commenced a project on 
“Strengthening of public communication and awareness in 
the Dnieper and Pripyat river basins in Belarus”. The EUWI+ 
team submitted two videos to the Ministry of Natural 
Resources for hosting on the Ministry website, to inform 
the population about river basin management plans and 
phosphate pollution. Another information campaign, 
“Tell us about your springs”, was started on 5 June by 
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection of Belarus with EUWI+ support. Among other 
actions, it includes a contest for the best contribution to the 
inventory of springs and the publication of a book “Springs 
of Belarus” to mark the occasion of the VI International 
Water Forum in November. 

https://www.facebook.com/euwiplus/posts/725311818229611?__tn__=-R


Public consultations on the Strategic Environmental 
Assessment report of the draft national Water 
Strategy to 2030 in the Context of Climate Change, 
and finalising this report will be a priority activity for 
Q3.

The studies on irrigation, environmental tax and 
sludge treatment options will continue.

Plans continue to work with interested universities 
to pilot test draft training materials on economic 
instruments for water management. Comments 
received from stakeholders on a previous draft were 
incorporated, and these materials will be used to 
support long-term local capacity development.

Work has also started in advance of the 6th 
International Water Forum titled “Springs of Belarus”, 
scheduled for 3-6 November 2020, Minsk. Work will 
continue in Q3 on this event with plans to organise 
the next EUWI+ Policy Dialogue in the margins of 
this Forum. A summary report “Towards Greater 
Level of Water Security in Belarus”, capturing progress 
and lessons learned under EUWI+ in Belarus, will be 
finalised and used as a communication tool at the 
Forum. 

Quarter 3 2020 will also feature the planning and 
delivery of a surface water training video and 
webinar on a second biological quality element: 
phytobenthos (diatoms) and the finalisation of the 
Monitoring Development Plan. Early in Q3, EUWI+ will 
do a webinar on Investigative Monitoring and prepare 
with responsible institutions its application in Q4 in a 
test region. 
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A range of required equipment for biological surface 
water monitoring under the Water Framework 
Directive will be delivered.

Tenderers will be invited to submit their quotes for 
a new atomic absorption spectrometer (AAS) for the 
Central Laboratory of the Research and Production 
Center for Geology in Minsk and for a microwave 
digestion system for the RCAC laboratory in Gomel.  
The procurement of consumables will be finalised. 

The long-planned laboratory renovation at RCAC in 
Minsk will also commence in Q3.

Transboundary cooperation with Ukraine on 
groundwater bodies in the Pripyat and Dnieper 
basins will continue. EUWI+ will procure necessary 
groundwater monitoring equipment for the Institute 
of Geology of the Research and Production Center for 
Geology.

The adoption process of Pripyat RBMP will continue.

Specific implementation activities (sub-basin 
management plans, technical codes) will be 
approaching completed.


